
For  squeezed-out renters, a place
to call home 
A PHOTOGRAPH of  John
Lennon became the catalyst to a
friendship that has blossomed
since two women moved in next
door to each other at a housing
village in New Farm.

Charmaine Idris and
Michele Cooper met about 
six months ago at their new
homes in Bowen Court, a
vibrant over-55s affordable-
housing village.

Michele said she knew her
friendship with Charmaine 
was meant to be as soon as she
walked into her neighbour’s
apartment and saw a picture 
of  John Lennon on the wall.

“Since then we’ve become
very close and supportive
friends to one another. We share
a love of  music, cinema and
conversation,” Michele said.

Both knew the overwhelming
stress and insecurity that can
come with inner-city living.

Charmaine, 59, skipped from
house to house for years, rent-
ing with family members when
she could, while Michele, 62,
was on the brink of  homeless-
ness after divorce and illness
eroded her finances.

All that has changed since
they moved into the stylish 51-
apartment complex at Bowen
Terrace, which gives low- and
middle-income seniors
squeezed out of  the inner-city
rental market access to afford-
able housing close to friends

and family, medical services,
parks, libraries and public
transport.

Queensland not-for-profit
housing provider BHC and
health care provider Blue Care
last year spent $12 million 
refurbishing and upgrading 
the apartments to include a
range of  accessibility features
and several communal areas.

For Charmaine – whose
spine was irreparably damaged
in a 1997 knife attack that left
her reliant on a wheelchair and
cane for mobility – her new 
home has brought independ-
ence and security for the first
time in years. 

“My life is built around
friends and activities in the
inner-city, but having a disabili-
ty and little income makes it
very difficult to even find a
home I can afford, let alone
have my application accepted,”
she said.

“If  it wasn’t for these apart-
ments, I’m not sure where I
would be, it’s as simple as that; 
I never realised there were
developments like this in such 
a sought-after area.”

As well as a strong sense of
community, residents also bene-
fit  from excellent security. The
complex is fully gated, has an
onsite manager and a resident
PIN code system for unit access. 

It has 17 car parking spaces,
charging stations for electric

scooters, mobility storage, com-
munity room with TV and
kitchenette, herb garden and
barbecue area. 

BHC chief  executive David
Cantsaid he was delighted the
partnership was enabling sen-
iors to continue being a vital
part of  the community and not
to be pushed out of  the inner-
city due to rising rents.

Michele and Charmaine are
now looking to expand the
social life in the complex,
including regular DVD nights

and afternoon games days. 
“When you’ve experienced

the uncertainty of  not having a
place to call home, you really
appreciate it when you do find
yourself  in a situation that’s
settled, safe and secure,”
Michele said. 

There are still vacancies at
Bowen Court for tenants who
are over 55 and eligible under
the National Rental
Affordability Scheme.
■ BHC 3307-3000,
www.bhcl.com.au
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Bike goes with
you anywhere
WHETHER you’re taking a road trip,
going caravanning or simply heading 
to the shops, there’s now even less
reason to leave the bike at home.

The Reid Metro 1 is a sturdy, stylish
and fun little number that folds up in 
a trice, is easy to carry and takes up
next to no space.

You can take it on the train, check it 
in as luggage at the airport, store it in
the boot of  the car or even pop it under
your desk at work!

The Reid Metro 1 has all the
functionality and safety of a traditional
road bike, weighing only 12.5kg, with
six-speed gearing to help on the hills!

What’s more, it's well priced at 
$299, free shipping is available to 
most metropolitan and some regional
areas, and servicing is free for the 
first 12 months. 
■ Reid Cycles, Victoria St, North
Melbourne, support office 
(03) 9329-1222, www.reidcycles.com.au 

■ The Senior has a Reid Metro 1 folding bike
to give away. To go in the draw write your
name, address and phone number on the
back of an envelope and post to The Senior,
Folding Bike, PO Box 1000, Wyong NSW
2259. Entries close July 1, 2015. Conditions
on puzzles page.

GIVEAWAY

BEST OF FRIENDS – Charmaine and Michele hit it off immediately
when they became neighbours at Bowen Terrace.

from

$74,900

Affordable Lifestyle 
On the Tweed River

1663953

TWEED RELOCATABLE HOMES

NNEW HOME DESIGNS SELLING FAST!
Brand New 1 bedrooms priced from $74, 900

● Very spacious
BRAND NEW modern 2 bedroom relocatable homes 

2 New designs from $92,900 
● Custom built kitchen ● Bathroom & plumbing for 
washing machine ● Open plan living/dining & deck 

● Car space & more... 
Located in peaceful 4 star Caravan Park on the beautiful Tweed River. 

● Bus at door ● 5 mins to Tweed Heads & Kingscliff 
● Shopping Centre, Medical Centre & Bowling Club close by.

Our park has a NO pet policy

For more information ph: 0488 302 416
www.tweedrelocatablehomes.com

Affordable Lifestyle 
On the Tweed River


